Social upheavals lead to the loosening and disruption of strict gender norms, which can allow women the space to step out and become more visible in public life. In both Rwanda and Bosnia, violence facilitated some fluidity in the gendered social ordering: women joined communitybased organizations and entered public spaces in ways that were previously unimaginable. Yet in both cases, progress has been side-lined and setback by a series of political and social barriers. Today, many women in both countries express their frustration with the lack of progress and lament the inequality and violence that persists in their daily lives (see Berry 2015a).
Domestic interference from the state
The structure of the post-violence political settlementnamely, regime change in Rwanda and the fossilization of the old political elite in Bosnia-profoundly impacted the ability of women's grassroots mobilization to manifest in formal political spaces. In each case, the state worked to secure the country and address the needs of victims. In the process, however, these efforts elevated certain categories of victims over others and reinforced new social divisions, which shaped the continued ability of women's grassroots initiatives to thrive.
Since ending the genocide and taking over the state in 1994, 
International actors in "Aidland"
The humanitarian response in both Rwanda and Bosnia kept millions of people alive and did a great deal to mitigate suffering. But the arrival of a virtual army of foreign workers and aid programs was not a neutral phenomenon.
Many INGOs partnered with grassroots organizations in order to implement programs, but in doing so, shaped the structure and mission of these organizations to better align with international funding priorities than local needs.
This ultimately undermined and stunted some women-led grassroots initiatives.
One way international actors did this was by adopting and propagating a simplified narrative of both conflicts.
In Rwanda, the genocide was understood to be led by the "evil Hutu" against the "innocent Tutsi." Such simplified (Summerfield 1999 ) and, moreover, stigmatized rape survivors as "soiled" and pitiful (Mertus 2000: 28) . Such programs for "raped women" also assumed a narrow focus on rape over the many other forms of violence that harmed women-and men. These efforts also centered nearly exclusively on Bosniak and 
Revitalization of patriarchy
In both Rwanda and Bosnia, women's gains were further pushed back or undermined because of a third theme: the resurgence of patriarchal norms, transmitted through the family, religious institutions, media, and the education system (see Enloe 1993; Cockburn 1998) What is alarming and more worrying is the escalating rate of violence against women and the emergence of new forms of violence since the wars. This phenomenon suggests 3 For more information go to www.du.edu/korbel/sie/ What is alarming and more worrying is the escalating rate of violence against women and the emergence of new forms of violence since the wars.
broadly is not always clear. When asked to explain why violence prevails, many interviewees often referenced the "mentality" of Bosnians or Rwandans. Such references to a "mentality" of violence suggest that it is a deeply ingrained social and cultural process that will be hard to change. An Underlying all of this is the continued persistence of violence in both Rwanda and Bosnia more than twenty years since the end of armed conflict. Women in both countries face high levels of violence in their lives from spouses, family members, and others in their communities, reminding us that for women especially, violence takes many forms beyond those on the battlefield. This violence limits the ability of women to take advantage of many of the legal rights the government has granted them since the war. Moreover, these experiences of quotidian violence highlight the importance of not just establishing peace after mass violence, but of establishing a positive, "gender-just" peace (Björkdahl 2012 ) that recognizes women's agency and secures their specific social and legal rights.
Policy Recommendations
• In the aftermath of violence, the humanitarian aid industry must provide local actors with a platform to determine the most urgent issues facing their communities without outside pressure, and distribute aid accordingly.
• Knowledge of the local context is often more important than technocratic expertise developed in other contexts, therefore, INGOs should consult regional and local specialists-including academics and journalistswhile designing relief programs.
• Local governments together with foreign actors should make greater efforts to include women and enact policies designed with long-term gender issues in mind; further, an intersectional approach is critical, as women from different ethnic, class, regional, religious, and linguistic backgrounds will face different challenges and harms.
• However, simply including women in post-war peaceprocesses will not be enough to ensure their security and ability to mobilize after mass violence. Instead, it is essential to re-think the way in which humanitarian aid is distributed and state-building efforts are designed.
